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Dear BSE Parents, 

Believe it or not, we are halfway through the grading period.  Progress 
Reports were sent home last week and the nine weeks grading period will 
end on October 15th.  If you have any questions about your child’s 
progress, be sure to contact the teacher.   

As we move into the month of October, we have a couple of exciting 
activities taking place.  PTA will sponsor the Boosterthon Fun Run.  You 
will see more information coming home soon regarding this event.  We 
will also have our school-wide Literacy Kick-Off, which includes a faculty 
play, a book character parade, and several other activities all planned to 
get students excited about reading! 

Please be sure to read the additional letter sent home today regarding 
what to do in the event of an emergency. Also, as a part of our school 
safety plan, we will continue to practice monthly fire drills.  In addition 
to fire drills, we will begin practicing either a Code Red or a Code Yellow 
drill.  These drills will also take place once a month. Teachers have 
reviewed procedures with their students.  Typically, these drills will 
require classes to “shelter-in-place”. If you have any questions regarding 
these drills, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or any 
administrator.    
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Dates to Remember 
 
September 27 
Cub Scout Info Mtg. 
6:30 pm 
 
October 10 
Walk to School Day 
 
October 10 
Field Trip – Kindergarten 
 
October 15  
Field Trip – Ms. Boukas & 
Ms. Sircar 
 
October 16 
Field Trip – Ms. Combs & 
Ms. Schmidt 
 
October 16 
SAC Meeting 6:00 pm 
 
October 17 
All Pro Dads 7:45 am 
 
October 17  
Early Dismissal 1:45 pm 
 
October 17 
Field Trip – Ms. Jefferson, 
Ms. Walsh 
 
October 18 – FUN RUN  
 
 

Technology Support 
 
Have you run into problems logging in to i-Ready, Achieve, or 
your OneView or FOCUS account?  Never fear, help is here!!   
 
From the Duval County Public Schools Website 
(www.duvalschools.org), click on “Popular Links” found at the 
top, left corner; then click “Blended Learning.”  You will find 
the links to the blended learning applications as well as 
information to contact the District Service Desk for support with 
both student and parent accounts and applications.  The service 
desk has evening and weekend hours to provide support to you 
when you need it!   
 

http://www.duvalschools.org/bartramsprings


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dear Bartram Springs Elementary Families, 
October is Bullying Prevention Month.  During this month, schools throughout our country will work to better understand 
the criteria and impact of bullying in order to prevent these threats to student physical and emotional safety.   
 
Rude Vs. Mean Vs. Bullying: Defining the Difference 
 
Rude = Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else. 
From kids, rudeness might look more like burping in someone’s face, jumping ahead in line, bragging about achieving the 
highest grade or even throwing pile of leaves in someone’s face. On their own, any of these behaviors could appear as 
elements of bullying, but when looked at in context, incidents of rudeness are usually spontaneous, unplanned 
inconsideration, based on thoughtlessness, poor manners or narcissism, but not meant to hurt someone. 
 
Mean = Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe twice). 

The main distinction between “rude” and “mean” behavior has to do with intention; while rudeness is often 
unintentional, mean behavior very much aims to hurt or depreciate someone. Kids are mean to each other when they 
criticize clothing, appearance, intelligence, coolness or just about anything else they can find to denigrate. Meanness 
also sounds like words spoken in anger — impulsive cruelty that is often regretted in short order. Very often, mean 
behavior in kids is motivated by angry feelings and/or the misguided goal of propping themselves up in comparison to the 
person they are putting down. Commonly, meanness in kids sounds an awful lot like: 

• “Are you seriously wearing that sweater again? Didn’t you just wear it, like, last week? Get a life.” 
• “You are so fat/ugly/stupid.” 
• “I hate you!” 

Make no mistake; mean behaviors can wound deeply, and adults can make a huge difference in the lives of young people 
when they hold kids accountable for being mean.  Recognizing that meanness is different from bullying is important. 
Effective interventions can be differentiated when these situations occur among students.   

 Bullying = intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time, that involves an imbalance of power.  
 
Experts agree that bullying entails three key elements: an intent to harm, a power imbalance and repeated acts or 
threats of aggressive behavior. Kids who bully say or do something intentionally hurtful to others and they keep doing it, 
with no sense of regret or remorse — even when targets of bullying show or express their hurt or tell the aggressors to 
stop. 

Bullying may be physical, verbal, relational or carried out via technology: 

So, why is it so important to make the distinction between rude, mean and bullying!  It is important for parents, 
educators, and other adults such as the police and youth workers to know when and how to intervene. “As we have heard 
too often in the news, a child’s future may depend on a non-jaded adult’s ability to discern between rudeness at the bus 
stop and life-altering bullying.” 

To read the full article Rude Vs. Mean Vs. Bullying by Susan Whiston go to:  https://www.huffingtonpost.com/signe-
whitson/bullying_b_2188819.html? 
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Counselor’s Corner 

 

http://www.choosito.com/blog/en/elements-of-bullying/

